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plant, not a whole species : it need not be inherited either from
father or mother : it may be planted at any time of a person's
life ; and his or her welfare is thenceforth supposed to be bound
up with it.
Among the Kpelle, as among many West African tribes,
secret societies play a very important part; according to Mr.
Westermann they form the dominant factor in the life of the
people. Among them is the notorious Leopard Society, the
members of which, disguised as leopards, perpetrate, or used
to perpetrate, many atrocious murders. But the most important
of these societies is the Poro, which is also found, under the
same name, in many tribes of Sierra Leone as well as of Liberia.
According to Mr. Westermann, it dominates the whole social
life of the tribes as the Catholic Church dominated the life of
Western Europe in the Middle Ages. It is for men only, but
there is a corresponding society for women called the Sande
Society. At the head of the Poro is the Grand Master, a
mysterious personage, who is believed to be himself immortal,
and to possess the power both of killing and of bringing to
life again. He is popularly supposed to kill the novices at
initiation and four years afterwards to resuscitate them. In
the interval they live strictly secluded in the forest. It is given
out that the Grand Master has swallowed them, that he keeps
them in his stomach all the time of their seclusion, and that he
gives birth to them when they are at last restored as full-grown
men to their families. This restoration is a great occasion and
is attended by some quaint ceremonies. As the procession
issues from the forest the shrill notes of a flute are heard to
sound, signifying the pangs which the Grand Master suffers
at bringing the young men to the birth; and for some time
afterwards the newly initiated youths behave like newly born
children, professing to know nobody, not even their own
relations, and to be complete strangers in their native village.
Curiously enough, similar rites are practised far away among
some tribes of Northern New Guinea, where in like manner
youths at initiation are supposed to be swallowed by a mon-
ster and afterwards disgorged as full-grown men.
Among the Kpelle, children belong to the clan of their
mother, not to that of their father; and in conformity with this
rule the mother's eldest brother possesses a certain authority